Reviews for Dora Machado’s “Stonewiser” series

Reviews for Stonewiser: The Call of the Stone

“A strength of Machado's fantasy is the realism with which people and situations are handled…Machado achieves a furious forward motion in her writing by refusing to allow her characters to control situations. Their understanding of events, situations and people is almost always incomplete and no matter how careful the planning, events unfold unpredictably…it's testament to the author's commitment to a grim and gritty realism that she appears to refuse to resolve the story's complexity by resorting to a simplistic idealism…For all its magic and wonder, Machado's fantasy is not escapist, and despite the humour and elements of romance it's not for the faint-hearted. There's a commitment to reality in these pages that makes for grim and yet satisfying reading…ultimately this is intelligent, thought-provoking and entertaining fiction.”

— SFFMedia.com

“Machado has created a complex world, without reusing generic fantasy elements, even while using the standard hero quest motif. One of the few Hispanic women writing in this genre, she brings a welcome change to “boy finds sword/dragon/gem and sets off with dwarves/dragon/wizard/elves to slay evil king/dragon/wizard” storylines.”

 — Sacramento Book Review

 Reviews for Stonewiser: The Heart of the Stone

“Machado's writing is as competent as her characterization, being vivid and often poetic. The plot itself is well devised and generally moves along at a good pace… There are quite a few surprises… I was surprised to find that the novel was often a little darker than I expected, and there are one or two quite brutal moments that add a nice (dare I say it) gritty feel, without coming across too heavily. Machado's world also comes across well in her writing.”

— www.speculativehorizons.blogspot.com

“Once in a while, a new fantasy/adventure comes out that doesn't travel well-worn paths in the genre but instead gives us a vivid new world, an exciting set of original characters, and page after page of non-stop intrigue, action, twists, revelation, and fun. STONEWISER is the best to appear in years.”

— Barnes & Noble review

“‘Stonewiser’ is a finely crafted fantasy with unique concepts, and a vivid living world that will draw readers in and not let go.”

 — Midwest Book Review (Reviewer's Choice Selection)
Reviews for Stonewiser: The Lament of the Stone

Genre: General Fantasy, Fantasy
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“Machado’s Stonewiser trilogy draws to a brilliant conclusion with the same unexpected twists that have become her trademark. Her worldbuilding skills are remarkable, and each character is finely crafted. Readers will enjoy every minute of this roller-coaster ride of emotion and anticipation.

“Sariah and Kael are seeking their son who was separated from them at birth — a child who is the only one who can set things to right in the world. Sariah is a rogue stonewiser whose powers are increasing through the tales she reads in her stones. Kael is a rebel leader who finds their quest arduous. When they find their son, they discover that Sariah delivered two other children as well, one of whom is now fully grown and the other in the body of a lynx. They must defy the goddess, defeat an army and challenge the stones to survive. (MERMAID, Feb., 602 pp., $16.99)

— RT Book Reviews

“The determination of a parent for their child is unmatched. "Stonewiser: The Lament of the Stone" is a follow up to the previous novel, following Sariah the stonewiser who through her skills and love, finds herself continued to be hunted as she tries to carve out something resembling happiness with her love, Kael. Through their journey, they find more than parental love is their driving force, as the world may rely on their success. A must for fans of previous volumes and an excellent work of original fantasy that must be considered for everyone else, "Stonewiser: The Lament of the Stone" is not to be overlooked.”

— Midwest Book Review – June 2011

